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  Books for Dyslexic Readers Vol. 1 
                                  Compiled by Sue Cunningham 
 
 
 

Interest Age                      Key Stage One 
                          up to 7 years             
 
 
Title                                 Author        Reading Age                
 
 
There Was an Old Lady Who       Pam Adams                        6: 6 
Swallowed a Fly 
                       
 
Each Pear Plum                           Janet & Allan                     6: 6 
                                                  Ahlberg 
 
Peepo                                         Janet & Allan                      7: 4 
                                                  Ahlberg 
 
 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing                    John Burningham                6:10 
        
Dear  Zoo                                   Rod Cambell                       6:10 
          
The Very Hungry Caterpillar      Eric Carle                           6:10 
 
Doing the Washing                    Sarah Garland                     6: 6 
            
Where’s Spot?                          Eric Hill                               6: 4 
               
 

Rosie’s Walk                              Pat Hutchins                6: 1 
                   

CDA Updated 24th November 2006   2  



 
Smart Kids do a  selection of poetry in books, tapes and CDs.  
Good for reinforcing phonic knowledge of blends and digraphs. 
 
Poetry is easy to read and often preferred by dyslexics. 
 
                              www.smartkids.co.uk 
                     tel 01488 644 644 
 
LADYBIRD   publish a huge range of ‘Learn to Read’ books and 
materials for use at home. 
                     
                     www.ladybird.co.uk 
 
The ‘Key Words’ books are based on research by J McNally and 
W Murray into the first 100 key words to literacy. These are 
useful to help dyslexic children recognise a bank of high 
frequency words. 
 
The ‘Read It Yourself’ traditional folk tales is ideal for young 
dyslexic children who are beginning to develop reading skills. 
The books are graded in four levels, with six stories at each 
level. Each story is of manageable length, with clear type and 
colour illustrations to aid comprehension. Repetition of words 
and phrases helps to reinforce new vocabulary. 
eg 
The Enormous Turnip                      [level 1]                          6:8 
                                        
The Three Little Pigs                      [level 2]                         6:8  
                                        
Rapunzel                                          [level 3]                         7:0 
                                        
Snow White and the                        [level 4]                         7:4 
Seven Dwarfs                                             
Read with Ladybird is a simple structured reading programme 
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of 20 books. Each contains several short stories and rhymes 
with controlled vocabulary.            Use At home  
Highly recommended for struggling readers by Dyslexia 
Action  
 
Reading age starts at 6:8 and goes up to 8:0  
 
Mystery Tour                                                                       6: 6 
The School Photograph                                                        6:10 
The Ghost House                                                                  7: 0 
                                               
 
 
Phonics is a new range of fun storybooks designed to help 
children recognise the links between letters and sounds. 
Intended for use alongside the other reading programmes. 
Activity books available. 
 
Hot Fox                                                                                6: 5   
Sheriff Showoff                                                                  6: 7                       
The Ace Space Race                                                             6: 2 
Baboon on the Moon                                                              7: 4 
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

CDA Updated 24th November 2006   4  



 
 Interest Age          Lower Key Stage 2 
                            7 to 9 years          
 
 
 
Title                              Author           Reading Age 
             
 
‘Rigby Star’ books                        Reed                               6: 0 
[Oxford Publ]                                                             
 
Happy Families Series  
simple humorous text,  
delightful characters. 
                                  
Mrs Wobble the Waitress         Allan Ahlberg                      7: 0        
Mr Biff the Boxe 
Mrs Vole the Vet 
Master Bun the Baker’s Boy 
Mr Creep the Crook 
 
 

I Can Read    [Mammoth]  
Excellent for beginner readers. 
 
Days with Frog and Toad           Arnold Lobel                  7:0-7:8 
Frog and Toad are Friends 
Frog and Toad all Year                   
New Way  [Nelson]  
Phonic reading scheme.  
Traditional tales.  
Use in school. 
White Level                                                                 Below 6:0 
Pink Level                                                                             6: 0 
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Red Level                                                                              6: 6                      
Green Level                                                                          7: 6 
Blue Level                                                                             8: 0                      
Yellow Level                                                                          8: 6 
Violet/Orange Levels                                                      8:6-9:6 
                                 
 
The Penguins  [Ginn]  
plays, with dialogue between  
yellow and the blue penguin.  
Paired reading in schools 
 
Yellow Penguin                         Jeremy Long                    6:6-7:0 
Blue Penguin                                                                           8:0                      
 
 
 
Read On and Read On Plus                              6:6-9:6 
[Stanley Thornes]-                                                      
reading scheme for  
struggling readers between 
6-12 years   
 
 
Comix set [A&C Black] 
24 stories of around 64pages,  
in comic book style with 
speech bubbles 
£3:50-£7:00 each. 
Skyways Levels 1-2                                     8:0-12:0 
[Collins Educational]          
Structured reading scheme for  
reluctant readers                                                       
 
Rockets  [A&C Black]                   Frank Rodgers,          8:0-8:6 
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Humorous stories for young           Colin West     
readers not yet ready for  
Jets. Eight Stories,  
comic style with speech bubbles 
                                                                           
 
Springboard Stages 1-3   
[Rigby Heinemann]  
Reading scheme, stories/plays/poems 
Friends and Fliers                                                           5:6-7:0 
                                                                                                                                        
 
Sprinters   [Walker Books]                              8:0-9:0 
Care of Henry                              Anne Fine                                
Posh Watson                                Gillian Cross 
Taking the Cats Home                 Jan Mark                         7: 6 
              
 
Zoom   [Ginn[   
6 sets of 8 books for struggling readers.                   6:0+ 
                                        
 
Slow Dog Falling                          Allan Ahlberg                    6: 7 
Grandma Fox 
Chickens in the Snow 
 
Mister Magnolia                         Quentin Blake                    6:10          
 
Look What I’ve Got                   Anthony Browne                  6: 8 
 
Hairy Maclary From                   Lynley Dodd                         6:8 
Donaldson’s Dairy    
 
 
Hopscotch Series                                        7:0 –7:4 

CDA Updated 24th November 2006   7  



Run                                            Sue Ferraby 
The Playground Snake                Brian Moses 
Willie the Whale                        Joy Oades 
Marvin the Blue Pig                     K.Wallace 
 
 
Leapfrog Series                                         7:0 –7:4 
[Pub.Franklin Watts]                                                                                      
 
 
Jumpstart Series               Sue Graves                 6:0 – 7:6 
                
 
Blue Banana Series                                           7:4 
Dilly and the Goody-Goody         Tony Bradman 
Big Dog and Little Dog               Selina Young 
Go Sailing                 
Promise You Won’t Be Cross      Bel Mooney 
 
 
Not Now Bernard                      David McKee                        6:8 
         
 
Meg and Mog                             Helen Nicholl & Jan               
7:0 Meg up the Creek                    Pienkowski 
Meg’s Car 
Mog in the Fog 
 
Rhyming stories.               Dr Seuss                               6:8 
Tapes available.    
Green Eggs and Ham                
The Cat in the Hat 
Fox in Socks 
Hop on Pop 
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Connie and the Water Babies    Jacqueline Wilson                 8:2 
                  
 
Gigglers [Nelson Thornes]                                                 6-8:5 
 
Sparklers 
Differentiated text 
during Literacy hour. 
 
Think About It 
Fiction/non fiction 
 
Sports Zone                          
All above are interest age 7-11 yrs. 
 
 
Oxford Reading Tree is a well-established reading scheme for 
3-11 year olds [Key Stages 1&2] Storybooks, poetry, non-
fiction, story tapes, workbooks. It has proved highly successful 
in helping children to learn to read and is used in over 18,000 
primary schools. Its aim is to make reading fun, telling stories 
that children want to read for themselves. It has a structured 
approach, with an emphasis on repetition of key words and the 
importance of sound-letter relationships. 
 
There is a video, ‘Learning to read with the Oxford Reading 
Tree’ available from Oxford University Press. 
 
 
Postal Libraries  
Penguin and Puffin Audiobooks-fiction and poetry. 
Taped books free to dyslexics from local libraries and from 
 
www.calibre .org.uk              www.listening-books.org.uk 
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Contact                Oxford University Press 
                                                                       www.oup.co.uk 
                           Tel. 01536 741 171 
 
 

NFER                                                                  A & C Books 
www.nfer-nelson.co.uk                                       www.ablack.com 
Tel 0845 602 1937                                       Tel 01256 302688 
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          Books for Dyslexic Readers Vol. 2 
 
                                                                                                   Compiled by Sue Cunningham 
 
 

Interest Age                       Upper Key Stage 2 
                              9-11 years                    
 
 
Title                         Author                Reading Age 
                                 
 
Wellington Square                                       5:0-10:5 
[Nelson]                                                                             
Literacy Programme for  
those with reading and  
writing difficulties at  
Key Stages 2/3 
Storybooks, plays, games. 
 
Dorling Kindersley Readers                                 6:10 
Graded series of non-fiction  
books that are intended to  
encourage children to improve 
their reading skills. Four levels,  
linked to the National Curriculum  
stages. Subjects range from  
pirates and dinosaurs to the 
disaster of the Titanic. 
 
 
 
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain     Verna Aardema               7:0 
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10 Minute Thrillers [LDA]                                                   8:0 
                                             
 
My First Joke Book                    Scoular Anderson                7:6 
My First Knock Knock Joke Book 
 
 
Where’s Wally?                          Martin Handford               7:8-7:11 
Where’s Wally Now? 
Where’s Wally? In Hollywood. 
Where’s Wally? The Fantastic Journey. 
 
 
Skyways Levels 3-7  
[Collins Educational]                                                            7:0-9:0 
Structured reading scheme  
for reluctant readers of 
8-12+ yrs. Stories about  
robots, Dracula, detectives,  
knights and castles. 
 
Wolf Hill Series  
[Oxford Uni Press]                Roderick Hunt                               
For struggling readers at 
Key Stage Two.  
Six levels of the adventures 
of the characters at Wolf  
Hill School. 
 
Level One                                                                              7:6 
Level Two                                                                              8:0 
Level Three                                                                           8:6 
Level Five [year 6 pupils]                                                     9:5+ 
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Books For Boys Series               Ian Whybrow                    8:0 
Aliens Stole My Dog                                                
Boy Racer 
A Football Called flip 
Young Robin’s Hood 
 
 
High Stakes Adventures [LDA]  
Chapters have been scrambled and  
have to find  correct route through  
the book. Good for comprehension  
and prediction skills.  
4 titles at each level. 
Level A                                                                            7:0-8:0                      
Level B                                                                            8:0-9:0 
 
 
The Diary of a Killer Cat              Anne Fine                          8:0 
 
The Butterfly Lion                      Michael Morpurgo              8:0 
              
 
Target Readers [Egon Publ]     David Webb                8:0-9:0 
Four Short Stories for  
struggling readers aged 9-11 
 
 
Josie Smith                               Magdalen Nabb                   8:8 
Josie Smith at School 
Josie Smith and Eileen 
 
 
Jets and Jumbo Jets   
[Collins/A&C Black]                
Comic style plenty of illustrations 
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Mossop’s Last Chance              Michael Morpurgo            8:0-9:6             
 
Albertine, Goose Queen.         Shoo Rayner 
 
 
Ladybird Classics                                         8:0-9:6 
[Ladybird]     
Tapes available                                                                   
The Secret Garden 
Peter Pan 
Black Beauty 
Treasure Island 
 
Superchamps [Heinemann]                              8:0-10:6                 
Follow up series to Banana Books  
for confident readers not yet 
ready for a full-length novel.  
16 titles 
 
Myths Series                                             8:2-8:5 
Among the best and most gripping  
re-tellings of the myths of  
Ancient Rome and Greece. 
Phaeton and the Sun Chariot       Geraldine McCaughrean 
Zeus Conquers the Titans  
Hermes Tricks the Gods 
Athena and the Olive Tree 
How the Sun Was Made              Margaret Mayo 
Why the Sea Is Salt 
 
Super Crunchies Series                                                 8:0-8:5                       
 [publ.Orchard]                                                               
Seriously silly re-telling of  
well-known fairy stories with  
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zany additions and diversions  
that children enjoy. 
Rumply Crumply Stinky Pin          Lawrence Anholt 
The Fried Piper of Hamstring                           
Ghostyshocks and Shampoozel 
 
 
Horrid Henry                              Francesca Simon                 8:6                   
Horrid Henry’s Stinkbomb 
Horrid Henry Gets Rich Quick 
 
 
Goosebumps [Scholastic]     
Scary stories, short chapters.  
Also for younger teens. 
The Barking Ghost                      R.L.Stine                     9:0-10:0 
The Haunted Mask 
The Ghost Next Door 
Ghost Beach 
 
Barrington Stoke Publishers 
www.barringtonstoke.co.uk 
 
Specialise in publishing quality fiction for dyslexic, reluctant 
and under-confident readers aged 8-16.         £5 each. 
Recommended by the Dyslexia Institute                                       
 
4U2 read                                                                        below 8 
30+ books of around 60 pages, 
interest age 8-13yrs                                                                            
 
Problems with a Python           Jeremy Strong       
Billy the Squid                         Colin Dowland 
The Two Jacks                        Tony Bradman           
Pit Street Pirates                   Terry Deary                           8:8 
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The Hat Trick                         Terry Deary                           8:2 
Wartman                                 Michael Morpungo                 8:11 
Meet The Weirds                    Kaye Umansky                       8:6 
Young Dracula                         Michael Lawrence 
 Star Dragon                           Douglas Hill 
 
 
Graffix set  [A&C Black] 
40 books ,about 80 pages in  
length. Aimed at 9-12 yrs.  
Comic strips £3:50-£7:99 
each 
 
 Fuzzbuzz [Oxford Uni Press]   
Structured reading programme 
for SEN. in schools. 
 
Colour Jets Series                                                               9:0        
[Collins/A&C Black]  
For reluctant readers                                                                                       
The Footprints Mystery              Andrew Donkin                                              
Cosmic Kev                                  Andrew Donkin 
Boys Are Us                                Shoo Rayner 
Dear Alien                                  Angie Sage 
Dad on the Run                           Sarah Garland 
Fishy Business for Francis Fry   Sam  McBratney 
 
 
It Was a Dark and Stormy 
Night                                       Janet & Allan Ahlberg           9:0 
     
 
The Ha Ha Bonk Book              Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
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The Secret Seven  Series     Enid Blyton                     9:3-10:0 
[Hodder Children’s Books]  
 
 
The Worry Website               Jacqueline Wilson                 9:3 + 
          
 
Differentiated Texts  
[Wayland Publ.]   
Non fiction, simple text,  
clear typeface. 
The Blitz                                                                               9:6 
Diwali 
Victorian Clothes 
Native Americans 
 
 
Animal Ark Series                 Lucy Daniels                    9:0-10:0 
[Hodder Children’s Books]  
Lambs in the Lane 
Dalmatian in the Dales 
Beagle in the Basket 
Porpoise in the Pool 
 
 
The Big Series                                                  
Rob Childs                                               9:0-10:0+ 
The Big Time                                                     
The Big Match 
The Big game 
The Big Clash 
The Big Star  
The Big Freeze 
Football Daft [about a dyslexic boy] 
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Tremors Series   
[Macdonald Young Books]                                             9:0-10:6                
Ghostly and supernatural stories  
aimed at reasonably competent  
readers but with a clear typeface  
and layout and plentiful illustrations. 
Beware the Wicked Web                 Anthony Masters                        
Bringing Back the Dead                    Belinda Hollyer 
The Ghosts of Golfhawk School      Tessa Potter 
Enter at your Peril                           Eleanor Allen 
Ghost on the Landing                       Eleanor Allen 
The Ghost Bus                                 Anthony Masters 
Phantom in the Fog                          Anthony Masters 
 
Surfers: Mad Myths                                    9:6-10:6 
[Puffin]                                                                           
Funny school stories based 
on Greek mythology 
Stone Me                                         Steve Barlow &  
Mind the Door                                  Steve Skidmore 
A Touch of Wind 
Must Fly 
 
 
Time Rangers [Scholastic]          Rob Childs           10:0-10:6                
Football stories with a difference. 
A shot in the Dark 
A Blast from the Past 
A Race Against Time 
A Ghost of a Chance 
 
  
Infernal Devices                             Phil Reeve                       10+ 
                
Unfortunate Events                      Lemony Snicket                10+ 
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I was a Rat                                   Philip Pullman                    10+ 
                
The Firemaker’s Daughter           Philip Pullman                     10+ 
              
 
The Magic Finger                        Roald  Dahl                         7:8 
Fantastic Mr Fox                                                                   9:3 
The Twits                                                                              9:3   
Matilda 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory                                         10+                      
James and the Giant Peach                                                    10+                      
The Witches                                                                         10+ 
                                 
 
Yellow Bananas  [Heinemann]                          10:0-11:0                
Good reading skills but more 
confidence needed. 
Bella’s Den                                  Berlie Doherty 
A Break in the Chain                   Chris d’Lacey 
Squonk                                        Julia Jarman 
Conker                                        Michael Morpurgo 
 
 
Puzzle Adventures [Usborne Publ.]                        11:0                 
Complex, puzzle-solving stories.  
Require reasoning and observation skills.  
Many titles 
 
Dangerzone  [Franklin Watts]   Anthony Masters             11:0+ 
Enemy Fire 
Ocean Tomb 
Extreme Survival 
Held To Ransom 
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Horrible Histories and Horrible Science [Scholastic]         
Cartoons, speech bubbles.  
Can dip in 
The Aztecs                              Terry Deary 
The Greeks 
The Romans 
The Victorians 
 
 
The Woeful Second  
World War                              Terry Deary                          11:0 
              
Frightening Light                     Nick Arnold 
 
The Railway Children               E.S.Nesbit 
 
The Illustrated Mum              Jacqueline Wilson                11:0 + 
            
 A Dog’s Life                          Michael Morpurgo                    13+ 
             
The Secret of Platform  
Thirteen                                Eva Ibbotson                           13+              
[Publ. Macmillan] 
 
The Star of Kazan                 Eva Ibbotson                           13+             
[Publ. Macmillan] 
 
Silver Fin   
[James Bond as a boy]           Charlie Higson                          13+ 
         [Publ.Puffin] 
 
Mortal Engines                      Philip Reeves                            13+     
 
Skellig                                  David Almond                            13+ 
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Contacts 
 
A & C Books                              Collins Educational 
www.ablack.com                          tel 0870 787 1610 
tel. 01256 302688                           0870 787 1612 
 
 
Egon Publishers                           Heinemann Education 
www.egon.co.uk                          www.heinemann.co.uk 
tel 01462 894 498                       tel 01865 888 080 
 
 
Hodder & Stoughton                            LDA 
tel 020788736000                       www.LDAlearning.com 
                                            tel 01945 463 441 
 
 
NFER                                   Oxford University Press 
www.nfer-nelson.co.uk                    www.oup.co.uk 
tel 0845 602 1937                     tel 01536 741 171 
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         Books for Dyslexic Readers Vol. 3 
                                           
                                               Compiled by Sue Cunningham 
 
 
Interest Age                            Key Stage Three 
                                    11 –14 years              
 
Title                               Author          Reading Age 
 
 
On the Edge [Folens]                                        6:10 
11-14 yr olds. 6 mini novels  
per pack text at 3 levels  
so all can access.  
Also play scripts for interest  
And interaction. £40 per pack 
 
                                                                     
High Impact [Heinemann]                                    6-7                
Fiction/nonfiction/plays                                                       7-8 
Includes popular text used                                                   8-9 
at GCSE                                                                   
The Speckled Band,                                                             9-10 
Twelfth Night.    
 £4:50 each                                                                                                      
                                                
 
Day to Day Readers  
[Basic Skills Agency]          Mike Wilson 
‘Soap’stories about a community 
with topical issues and family drama 
Four titles at each level. 
Series A                                                                          7:0-7:6                      
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Series B                                                                          7:6-8:0 
Series C                                                                          8:0-8:6 
A Friend in Need 
The Accident 
Lonely Hearts 
The Victim 
Run Away 
The Baby 
 
 
High Noon Books   
[Ann Arbour Publ]                                        7:0-8:0 
4 sets of books with a low reading age for 
readers 9-16 years 
Tom and Ricky Mysteries 
Annie Wilkins 
Meg Parker Mysteries 
The Road Aces 
 
 
Headwork Reading 
[Oxford Uni Press] 
For reluctant readers  
aged 11-14.  
Also Playscripts. 
Level One                                                                              7:0 
Level Two                                                                        7:0-8:0 
Level Three                                                                     8:0-9:0 
Level Four                                                                            9:0+ 
 
Fastbacks  [LDA]                                                          8:0-9:0 
Short exciting story-horror, mystery 
romance, crime [CRIME HARDEST, RA 11:0]  
Four titles in each set 
Impact  [Ginn]                                            8:0-9:0 
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Diaries, biography, reports,  
playscripts, stories. 
Sophie’s Secret Diary                Jaqueline Wilson 
Double Take                                                      
John Escott 
 
5 Minute Thrillers  [LDA]                                                    9:0 
Short tales with unexpected  
twist. 
 
Barrington Stoke Publishers                            9:0-10:0           
www.barrington stoke.co.uk 
gr8reads for teenagers 
Tod in Biker City                        Anthony Masters 
Screw Loose                              Alison Prince 
Bungee Hero                              Julie Bertagna 
 
 
Compact Classics [Ward Lock Educ] 
Level One                                                                      9:0 –9:11 
Level Two                                                                     10:0-10:6 
Silas Marner                              George Eliot 
Rebecca                                     Daphne du Maurier 
Oliver Twist                               Charles Dickens 
 
 
Historical Storybooks   
[Macdonald Young Books]                                    10:0 
The Unsinkable Titanic               Andrew Donkin 
Anne Frank                                 Roy Apps 
 
The Spirals [Nelson Thornes] 
Fiction/non fiction,plays 
 
Trailblazers Series [Raintree] 
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2 sets of 3 books. First set has  
simple text for less able readers,  
second set is an illustrated ‘speech 
bubble’ version of same story.  
Written by teachers 
Dark Man 
Similar approach. 2 lots of 6 books. 
Both are supported by interactive 
software. 
 
Ages 10-12 
 
LifeLine                                  Rosie Rushton                  Below 8 
 
Picking On Percy                     Catherine MacPhail                 8:0 
 
Hostage                                  Malorie Blackman                    8:6 
 
Friday Forever                       Annie Dalton                         9:3 + 
 
Living With Vampires             Jeremy Strong 
 
Narnia Series                         C S Lewis                               11:0 
 
Wrinkle in Time                      Madeleine L’Engle                  11:0 
 
The Silver Sword                   Ian Serrailler                       11:0+ 
 
Bad Girls                                Jacqueline Wilson                   11:0 
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Rising Stars [NASEN]                                                         6-7 
10-16 yr old boys. 8 books  
about extreme sports and 
cars. +Software for writing 
comprehension skills. 
 £80 for 2 sets. 
 
 
 
Ages 12 –13 
 
Zapper Books  [Ginn]                                                     6:0-8:0 
Australian stories for less  
able readers of 10+ years. 
 
Zone 13 [Stanley Thornes]                              6:6-9:6 
18 books for reluctant readers  
Aged 10-14 years, especially boys 
The Grey Men 
Spook City 
The Great Brain 
Cockroach 
 
Livewire Youth Fiction   
[Hodder Murray]                                         7:0-9:0 
Real Lives, Chillers, Graphics, 
Shakespeare Graphics  
£4:50 each 
The Real Thing                          Iris Howden & 
Time To Talk                             Peter Leigh 
Debbie’s Diary 
Craig 
The Minibus 
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Yearling Junior Fiction  
[Transworld Children’s Books]                          8:0-10:5 
The Ghost Dog                          Pete Jonson 
Room 13                                    Robert Swindells 
The Story of Tracy Beaker      Jacqueline Wilson 
 
 
Get Real [Franklin Watts] 
3 short stories in each book 
 
 
Graffix Series  [A&C Black] 
Comic-style books for readers  
of 11 years and above  especially 
reluctant boy readers 
The Headless Ghost                  Pete Johnson                        8:0    
Biker                                        Anthony Masters 
Moving the Goalposts                Rob Childs 
Laser Quest                             Mick Gowar 
The Listener                             Elizabeth Laird     
Goal Getter                              Michael Hardcastle 
 
Dream On                                 Bali    Rai                               8:6 
 
Ship Of Ghosts                        Nigel Hinton                          8:6 
 
Mad Myths: A Touch  
Of Wind                                  Steve Barlow                       9:0 + 
 
The Shadow On The Stairs     Ann  Halam                          9:3 + 
 
The Ring Of Truth                  Alan Durant                         9:3 + 
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Flashbacks Series   
[A&C Black]                                                                           9:3                      
Historical stories for  
children who are  
reluctant to  
attempt full-length novels 
Soldier’s Son                              Gary Kilworth 
A Candle In The Dark                Adele Geras 
A Ghost-Light In The Attic        Pat Thomson     
The Copper Treasure                 Melvin Burgess 
A Candle in the Dark                  Adele Geras 
The Stone Street                      Marilyn Tolhurst 
 
 
Wild Life Series                       Nick Arnold                       9:9 + 
Spying On Lions 
Swimming With Sharks 
 
 
 
Fruit and Nutcase                      Jean Ure                           10:0 
+ 
 
The Bad Beginning                     Lemony Snicket                10:6 + 
 
Flour Babies                              Anne Fine                          10:6 
 
The Toilet Of Doom                  Michael Lawrence             11:0 + 
 
The Carnivorous Carnival                                
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Dead Famous Series                                   10:6-12:0 
Fun, factual series about  
famous people in the past 
Leonardo Da Vinci and 
his Superbrain                          Michael Cox    
Horatio Nelson and his 
Victory                                     Philip Reeve 
Joan of Arc and her  
Marching Orders                      Phil Robins    
Elvis and his Pelvis                    Michael Cox 
Oliver Cromwell and his  
Warts                                      Alan MacDonald              
 
 
Harry Potter Books  
[Bloomsbury Publ]                    JK Rowling                        13:0 + 
Harry Potter and The Philosopher’s Stone 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 
Harry Potter and the Goblet Of Fire 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
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      Recommended Books for Good Readers in Years 6 and 7. 
 
Title                                      Author 
 
Watership Down                                 Richard Adams 
 
Little Women                                      L.M.Alcott 
 
The Snow Queen                                Hans Christian Anderson 
 
Carrie’s War                                       Nina Bawden 
 
Jane Eyre                                          Charlotte Bronte 
[abridged version available] 
 
A Little Princess                               Francis Hodgson-Burnett 
 
The Secret Garden                           Francis Hodgson-Burnett 
 
The Eighteenth Emergency                Betsy Byars     
 
Alice in Wonderland                          Lewis Carroll 
 
What Katy Did                                  Susan Coolidge 
 
Just Nuffin                                       Colin Dann 
 
A Christmas Carol                             Charles Dickens  
[abridged version available] 
 
Oliver Twist                                      Charles Dickens 
[abridged version available] 
 
John Diamond                                   Leon Garfield 
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When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit                  Judith Kerr 
 
The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe     C.S.Lewis 
 
The Ghost of Thomas Kemp                       Penelope Lively 
 
Goodnight Mr Tom                                     Michelle Magorian 
 
The Children of the New Forest                Captain Marryat 
 
Winnie The Pooh                                        A.A.Milne 
 
Anne of Green Gables                                L.M. Montgomery 
 
The Wreck of the Zanzibar                      Michael Morpurgo 
 
Why the Whales Came                              Michael Morpurgo 
 
The Railway Children                                 E.S.Nesbit 
 
Tom’s Midnight Garden                              Phillipa Pearce 
 
Swallows and Amazons                              Arthur Ransome 
 
Black Beauty                                             Anna Sewell 
 
The Sheep-Pig                                          Dick King Smith 
 
The Vicarage Family                                 Noel Streatfield 
 
The Hobbit                                               R R Tolkien 
 
Cue For Treason                                       Geoffrey Trease 
 
Tom Sawyer                                              Mark Twain 
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Charlotte’s Webb                                     B White 
 
Tarka the Otter                                      Henry Williamson 
 
The Fate of Jeremy Visick                      David Wiseman 
 
To Kill A Mocking Bird                             Harper Lee 
 
White Fang                                             Jack London 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog 
 in the Midnight                                      Mark Haddon 
 
Noughts and Crosses                              Malorie Blackman 
 
Philip Pullman’s Dark Materials Trilogy                               
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Books For Teenagers            
 
 
Title                       Author                  Reading Age 
 
Soundbites Series                                                              7:0 
Non-fiction, poetry and plays. 
Carefully graded and highly 
recommended. 
A Day in the Life of a DJ 
Freak Weather 
Get Off My Back 
Bikers 
 
Danger Zone Series                                          7:11 
Real life stories of danger  
and survival told in the form  
of a journal. Glossary of more 
challenging vocabulary 
Suits more able readers who 
dislike longer books.                                                                                 
Enemy Fire                               Anthony Masters     
Ocean Tomb 
Extreme Survival 
Held To Ransom        
 
Livewire Chillers  
[Hodder and Stoughton] 
Simple ,compelling stories  
for low reading ages 
Pack A                                                                                   7:0 
Pack B                                                                             8:0-9:0 
Pack C                                                     8:0-9:0 
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Black Spot                              Sandra Woodcock 
Mind Games 
Christmas Spirit                     Iris Howden 
Lucky Numbers 
Ride To Hell                            Iris Howden 
The Cellar                               Brandon Robshaw 
Bargain With A Stranger        Barbara Michelhill 
 
 
 
Real Lives   
[Basic Skills Agency]                                                    9:0-10:0 
Short biographies of personalities 
Adolph Hitler 
Martin Luther King 
Marilyn Monroe 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Linford Christie 
Roy Keane,  
Diana, Princess of Wales 
 
 
Surfers Series [Puffin]                                                          
Exciting stories. Also suit those  
with less developed reading skills.  
Text clearly laid out and well  
spaced and chapters are short 
Last Bus                                Robert Swindells              9:3-10:0 
Operation Terror                  Margaret Mahy 
Storm Ghost                         Louise Cooper                          
11:0+ 
Panther                                 Martin Booth 
Result                                   Neil Arksey 
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Unfortunate Events Series                                 
Mark Hadden                                            10:0-11:0 
The Pianist 
 
 
Holes                                    Louis Sachar                            11:0 
There’s A Boy in a  
Girl’s Bathroom                     Louis Sachar 
 
 
 
Flambards Series  
[Oxford Univ Press]         K M Peyton                              11:0 
Flambard Edge of the Cloud 
Flambard in Summer 
Flambard Divided 
 
 
The Northern Lights             Philip Pullman                         11:0+ 
 
The Song of the Lioness  
Quartet                                Tamora Pierce                        11:0+ 
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Contacts 
 
 
A & C Books                                        Ann Arbor 
www.ablack.com                            www.annarbor.co.uk 
tel 01256 302688                            tel 01668 214 460 
 
 
Heinemann Education                     Hodder & Stoughton 
www.heinemann.co.uk                     tel 02078736000 
tel 01865 888 020 
 
 
 
Hodder Murray                              
www.educational.hodder.co.uk    tel 020 7873 6000 
 
 
 
          LDA                                           NFER 
www.LDAlearning.com                 www.nfer-nelson.co.uk 
tel 01945 463 441                         tel 0845  603 1937 
 
 
 
Oxford University Press 
www.oup.co.uk 
tel 01536 741 171 
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	  Books for Dyslexic Readers Vol. 1
	                                  Compiled by Sue Cunningham
	Interest Age                      Key Stage One
	                          up to 7 years            
	There Was an Old Lady Who       Pam Adams                        6: 6
	Peepo                                         Janet & Allan                      7: 4
	                                                  Ahlberg
	Dear  Zoo                                   Rod Cambell                       6:10
	The Enormous Turnip                      [level 1]                          6:8

	Title                              Author           Reading Age
	‘Rigby Star’ books                        Reed                               6: 0
	[Oxford Publ]                                                            
	Happy Families Series 
	simple humorous text, 
	delightful characters.
	Mrs Wobble the Waitress         Allan Ahlberg                      7: 0       
	New Way  [Nelson] 
	Phonic reading scheme. 
	Traditional tales. 
	Use in school.
	White Level                                                                 Below 6:0
	Yellow Level                                                                          8: 6 Violet/Orange Levels                                                      8:6-9:6
	The Penguins  [Ginn] 
	plays, with dialogue between 
	yellow and the blue penguin. 
	Paired reading in schools
	Yellow Penguin                         Jeremy Long                    6:6-7:0
	reading scheme for 
	struggling readers between
	6-12 years  

	Skyways Levels 1-2                                     8:0-12:0
	[Collins Educational]         
	Structured reading scheme for 
	reluctant readers                                                      
	readers not yet ready for 
	Jets. Eight Stories, 
	comic style with speech bubbles
	Reading scheme, stories/plays/poems
	Care of Henry                              Anne Fine                               
	Posh Watson                                Gillian Cross
	Taking the Cats Home                 Jan Mark                         7: 6
	Zoom   [Ginn[  
	6 sets of 8 books for struggling readers.                   6:0+

	Slow Dog Falling                          Allan Ahlberg                    6: 7
	Grandma Fox
	Chickens in the Snow
	Mister Magnolia                         Quentin Blake                    6:10         
	Willie the Whale                        Joy Oades
	Marvin the Blue Pig                     K.Wallace
	Leapfrog Series                                         7:0 –7:4
	[Pub.Franklin Watts]                                                                                     
	Jumpstart Series               Sue Graves                 6:0 – 7:6

	Promise You Won’t Be Cross      Bel Mooney
	Not Now Bernard                      David McKee                        6:8
	Meg and Mog                             Helen Nicholl & Jan               7:0 Meg up the Creek                    Pienkowski
	Rhyming stories.               Dr Seuss                               6:8
	Tapes available.   
	Green Eggs and Ham               
	Connie and the Water Babies    Jacqueline Wilson                 8:2

	Sparklers
	Differentiated text
	Think About It
	Fiction/non fiction

	Sports Zone                         

	Penguin and Puffin Audiobooks-fiction and poetry.
	Taped books free to dyslexics from local libraries and from
	Contact                Oxford University Press
	                           Tel. 01536 741 171
	          Books for Dyslexic Readers Vol. 2
	Interest Age                       Upper Key Stage 2
	Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain     Verna Aardema               7:0
	10 Minute Thrillers [LDA]                                                   8:0


	My First Joke Book                    Scoular Anderson                7:6
	My First Knock Knock Joke Book
	Level One                                                                              7:6
	Level Two                                                                              8:0
	Level Three                                                                           8:6
	Level Five [year 6 pupils]                                                     9:5+
	Boy Racer
	A Football Called flip
	Young Robin’s Hood
	The Diary of a Killer Cat              Anne Fine                          8:0
	The Butterfly Lion                      Michael Morpurgo              8:0
	Josie Smith and Eileen
	Treasure Island
	Myths Series                                             8:2-8:5
	Among the best and most gripping 
	re-tellings of the myths of 

	Zeus Conquers the Titans 
	Hermes Tricks the Gods
	Why the Sea Is Salt
	Rumply Crumply Stinky Pin          Lawrence Anholt
	Ghostyshocks and Shampoozel
	Barrington Stoke Publishers
	www.barringtonstoke.co.uk

	The Two Jacks                        Tony Bradman          
	 Fuzzbuzz [Oxford Uni Press]  

	Cosmic Kev                                  Andrew Donkin
	The Secret Seven  Series     Enid Blyton                     9:3-10:0
	[Hodder Children’s Books] 
	The Worry Website               Jacqueline Wilson                 9:3 +
	The Blitz                                                                               9:6
	Diwali
	Animal Ark Series                 Lucy Daniels                    9:0-10:0 [Hodder Children’s Books] 
	Dalmatian in the Dales
	Beagle in the Basket
	The Big Time                                                    
	The Big Freeze
	Football Daft [about a dyslexic boy]
	Beware the Wicked Web                 Anthony Masters                       
	The Ghosts of Golfhawk School      Tessa Potter
	The Ghost Bus                                 Anthony Masters
	Must Fly
	A shot in the Dark
	The Firemaker’s Daughter           Philip Pullman                     10+
	Held To Ransom
	The Aztecs                              Terry Deary
	The Greeks
	The Woeful Second 
	World War                              Terry Deary                          11:0
	Frightening Light                     Nick Arnold
	Living With Vampires             Jeremy Strong
	Narnia Series                         C S Lewis                               11:0
	Rising Stars [NASEN]                                                         6-7
	10-16 yr old boys. 8 books 
	about extreme sports and
	cars. +Software for writing
	comprehension skills.
	 £80 for 2 sets.
	Ages 12 –13


	Zapper Books  [Ginn]                                                     6:0-8:0
	Australian stories for less 
	able readers of 10+ years.
	Zone 13 [Stanley Thornes]                              6:6-9:6
	18 books for reluctant readers 
	Aged 10-14 years, especially boys
	The Grey Men
	Spook City
	The Great Brain
	The Real Thing                          Iris Howden &
	Time To Talk                             Peter Leigh
	Debbie’s Diary
	Craig
	The Minibus
	Yearling Junior Fiction 
	[Transworld Children’s Books]                          8:0-10:5
	The Ghost Dog                          Pete Jonson
	Room 13                                    Robert Swindells
	The Story of Tracy Beaker      Jacqueline Wilson
	Graffix Series  [A&C Black]
	Comic-style books for readers 
	of 11 years and above  especially
	reluctant boy readers

	The Headless Ghost                  Pete Johnson                        8:0   
	Biker                                        Anthony Masters
	Moving the Goalposts                Rob Childs
	Laser Quest                             Mick Gowar
	Dream On                                 Bali    Rai                               8:6
	Flashbacks Series  
	[A&C Black]                                                                           9:3                               
	The Stone Street                      Marilyn Tolhurst
	Spying On Lions
	Swimming With Sharks
	Fruit and Nutcase                      Jean Ure                           10:0 +
	The Bad Beginning                     Lemony Snicket                10:6 +
	Flour Babies                              Anne Fine                          10:6
	The Toilet Of Doom                  Michael Lawrence             11:0 +
	The Carnivorous Carnival                               
	Dead Famous Series                                   10:6-12:0
	Fun, factual series about 
	famous people in the past


	Oliver Cromwell and his 
	Warts                                      Alan MacDonald             
	Harry Potter and The Philosopher’s Stone
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban

	      Recommended Books for Good Readers in Years 6 and 7.
	Watership Down                                 Richard Adams
	Little Women                                      L.M.Alcott
	The Snow Queen                                Hans Christian Anderson
	To Kill A Mocking Bird                             Harper Lee
	Books For Teenagers           
	Simple ,compelling stories 
	for low reading ages
	Pack A                                                                                   7:0
	Pack B                                                                             8:0-9:0
	Pack C                                                     8:0-9:0
	Black Spot                              Sandra Woodcock
	Mind Games
	Christmas Spirit                     Iris Howden
	Lucky Numbers
	Real Lives  
	[Basic Skills Agency]                                                    9:0-10:0
	Adolph Hitler
	Martin Luther King
	Marilyn Monroe
	Elizabeth Taylor
	Linford Christie


